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Senator Mike Mansfield

(J. Montana)

Wheat Referendum--July 23, 1959
~his

is Mike Mansfield, junior Senator from Montana,

speaking to you from the Nation's Capitol in Washington, D. C.
I always enjoy speaking to you folks over GTA radio, but on
this occasion I wish I could bring you a more pleasant message .
I had hoped that I might talk with you about the new farm bill
which would guarantee a standard of 90 per cent of parity, a
bill which would have helped to reduce our grain surplus, and
in general a bill which would have been a step forward in improving the economic livelihood of the small family - sized

fa~mer.

Unfortunately the Administration has again failed to recognize
the need for stabilizing the income of our farmers and the bill
was vetoed by the President .
In view of the continuing void in the Administration's
farm program I see no alternative but for

you farmers in the

GTA area to vote "Yes" when you go to the referendum polls on
July 23 .
If you vote "No'' you are voting for unlimited surplus
production and disaster .

The wheat growers will then plant more

than their acreage allotment, and will receive no price supports.
It is a difficult choice to make, but I do believe that past
experience shows that the farmers will benefit the most from
the wheat - quota system .
If you vote "Yes'' you are voting to keep the price support
of $1 . 78 a bushel in 1960.

I understand that if price supports

were removed it wou l d mean a loss of $256 mil l ion to the farmers
in the states of Montana , M"nnesota and the Dakotas .
I want to re - emphasize what I have said on past occasions .
The stability of the American economy depends on the prosperity
and security of the farmer .
than e ver before .

This

M~~~

is more apparent now

Until something bette r comes along, the

stability of the farmer will have to depend on price supports .
It is a fact that must be re.ognized and it is not something
of whlch to be ashamed .
dependent on Federal

Many segments of our society are

subsidi ~ ation:

for example the areas of

transportation and national publications to mention only a few .
If we have a wheat

~~

program there will have to be at

least a floor under wheat prices on which to build for better
prices .

I urge that each and every farmer get out on Ju l y 23

and vote "Yes' on the Wheat Refere ndum .

An affirmative vote

is in the best interests of the nation and the state of Montana .

